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MEETING   

The Ross County Board of Commissioners met on this day, February 6, 2023, in regular session. 
 

Commissioner Dwight A. Garrett called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with Commissioners James E. Lowe and Jack A. Everson in attendance. 
 

Commissioner Garrett led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

MINUTES APPROVED  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the minutes of the January 30, 2022, meeting, be approved as submitted.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT  

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the following bills of the county be approved for payment: 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

THEN & NOW CERTIFICATES APPROVED  
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve "Then & Now" Certificates, dated January 23 through 

February 6, 2023, in the amount of $28,186.97 prepared by the Office of the Ross County Auditor and certified by the auditor as to the appropriation 

of funds for the purpose of encumbering the sum of the contract( s) or order( s) outlined therein, or the imminent collection of funds for credit to the 

appropriated fund(s) of the county, and as to the availability of funds for transfer within the appropriate department(s).  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS 
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, $104,160.00 be appropriated from General Fund into account codes 100-21-00-7100 Travel ($1,700.00), 

100-21-00-7103 Contract Services ($4,000.00), 100-21-00-7107 Cell Phone Services ($1,000.00), 100-21-00-7108 Answering Services ($900.00), 

100-21-00-7052 Uniforms ($200.00), 100-21-00-7550 Other Expenses ($600.00), 100-21-00-7551 Toxicology ($29,310.00), 100-21-00-7555 

Autopsies ($66,000.00), and 100-00-21-7556 Livery Removal ($450.00), per a request of February 6, 2023 from the Ross County Coroner.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

DE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, $500.00 be de-appropriated from OHMAS Grant into account code 420-18-14-7103 Contract Services, per 

a request of February 6, 2023 from the Ross County Juvenile Probate Court.  
 



On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

PO CLOSURES 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to close the following PO’s, per a request from the Ross County Coroner, and re-appropriate into their budget.  

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

ASSET DISPOSAL  
Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve an Asset Disposal Form submitted by the Ross County  

Sheriff for disposal of the following surplus property of the county as indicated:  

QUANTITY   DESCRIPTION   TAG/ SERIAL   METHOD OF DISPOSAL  
                    1   ISS P320 9MM  58J164333   Purchased by Lt. Steele’s Family 

    Service Weapon 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to adopt the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 005-23 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ROSS COUNTY TO APPLY FOR, ACCEPT, AND ENTER INTO A WATER POLLUTION 

CONTROL LOAN FUND AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTY OF ROSS FOR THE REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT OF 

HOME SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS: 

 WHEREAS, the County of Ross seeks to repair and/or replace failing home sewage treatment systems; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Ross intends to apply to the Water Pollution Control Loan Fund (WPCLF) for the repair and/or replacement of 

failing home sewage treatment systems; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Water Pollution Control Loan Fund requires the government authority to pass legislation for application of a loan and 

the execution of a WPCLF assistance agreement; now therefore be it 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ross, Ohio: 

SECTION 1. That Dwight A Garrett be and is hereby authorized to apply for a WPCLF assistance agreement, sign all documents for and 

enter into a Water Pollution Control Loan Fund with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for the repair and/or replacement of failing 

home sewage treatment systems on behalf of the County of Ross, Ohio. 

 SECTION 2. That is resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

JOINT NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS AD 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve the ad, for the Chillicothe Gazette, to request to the State of Ohio for release of federal funds for 

the HOME and CDBG grants. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

PAY REQUEST SOUTH CENTRAL OHIO REGIONAL JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve the pay request from SCORJDC for services rendered for January 2023, in the amount of 

$69,660.35. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

LAW LIBRARY RESOURCES BOARD APPOINTMENT 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve the appointment, pursuant to R.C. 307.511, Ross County, Ohio resident Mark Gnatowski, an 

attorney licensed to practice law in Ohio and in good standing before the Supreme Court of Ohio, is hereby appointed to the Ross County Law Library 

Resources Board as the appointment of the Ross County Common Pleas Court effectively immediately for the term ending December 31, 2027. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

PAY REQUEST BRICKER & ECKLER LLP 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve the pay request from Bricker & Eckler LLP, for legal services rendered through October 31, 2023 

for construction on the Ross County Jail Renovation Project, in the amount of $23,999.00. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

PAY REQUEST BRICKER & ECKLER LLP 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve the pay request from Bricker & Eckler LLP, for legal services rendered through October 31, 2023 

for construction CMR procurement, in the amount of $962.50. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ROSS COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS GATED ACCESS SR 207 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve the MOU from the Ohio Department of Transportation for SR 207 gated access to the Ross 

County Fairgrounds during the Ross County Fair.   
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

  

 



REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARTY 20 RESCHEDULED  
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners, of February 20, 2023, be rescheduled to 

February 21, 2023.  

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

QUOTATION APPROVED 911 ROOM AT LEC 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve work to install a portable air conditioner and duct work in the 911 room located in the basement 

of the Law Enforcement Center for a total amount of $4,513.43 to be paid from account code 100-01-03-7204 Capital Improvements. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

PROPOSAL ROSS COUNTY JAIL MASTER CONTROL ROOM HVAC DUCTLESS SPLIT 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign, on the Commissioners behalf, the proposal from Accurate Mechanical to 

supply and install two (2), two ton ductless split systems in the Master Control Room located in the Law Enforcement Complex, at a cost of $22,800.00 

to be paid from account code 100-01-03-7204 Capital Improvements.   
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

ROSS COUNTY JUVENILE COURT CHILD PLACEMENT AND RELATED SERVICES CONTRACT 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign, on the Commissioners behalf, this contract entered into by and between 

the Ross County Juvenile Court, a Title IV-E Agency, hereinafter RCJC whose address is 2 North Paint Street, Ross County Court House, Chillicothe, 

OH 45601, and Cornell Abraxas Group, LLC, hereinafter PROVIDER whose address is 2775 S/R 39, Shelby, Ohio 44875. This Contract sets forth the 

terms and conditions between the parties for placement and related services for children who are in the care and custody of RCJC during calendar year 

2023. This contract rate is in effect from February 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023, with the maximum amount payable of One Hundred Twenty 

Thousand dollars and no cents ($120,000) for placement and related services, of which $109,968.00 is for maintenance and $10,032.00 for 

administration. 

This Contract rate is in effect from February 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023.  
 

PROVIDER agrees to provide placement and related services for children in the care and custody of RCJC as consistent with current state and federal 

laws, federal and state regulations, and those Public Children's Services Agency (PCSA) policies and procedures that have been made available to the 

PROVIDER. The maximum amount payable pursuant to this Contract and PROVIDER (number 20266) is One Hundred Twenty Thousand dollars and 

no cents ($120,000) for placement and related services, of which $109,968.00 is for maintenance and $10,032.00 for administration. However, it is 

understood that the actual amount paid may be less, based upon services provided and reports received. This Contract rate is in effect from February 1, 

2023 through December 31, 2023, 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 
 

SUBGRANT AWARD AGREEMENT US 23 MAJOR CRIMES TASK FORCE 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, Mr. Garrett be authorized to sign, on the Commissioners behalf, the Subgrant Award Agreement 2022-JG-

A0I-6494 Title: U. S. 23 Major Crimes Task Force  

In accordance with the provisions of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, FY 2005, Public Law 108-447; I 18 Stat. 2862, Catalog of Federal Domestic 

Assistance (CDFA) 16.738 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 2022 funded through the U.S. Department of Justice Bureau of Justice 

Assistance, the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services, as the duly authorized State Agency, hereby approves the project application submitted as 

complying with the requirements of the Agency for the fiscal year indicated in the subgrant number above and awards to the foregoing Subgrantee 

$28,259.69. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

OTHER 

Mr. Tony Zartman, Deputy Director of Land & Liberty Coalition an initiative of the Ohio Conservative Energy Forum, is made up of farmers and 

land owners who are concerned about protecting their property rights. OHCEF believes that clean energy and energy made clean through technology 

can strengthen both our economy and our national security while providing unmatched opportunities for Ohio-led innovation and job creation. Mr. 

Zartman noted he would be happy to speak with township Trustees or other office holders on the benefits of using clean energy. 

 

Mr. Bill Hernstein and Mr. Scott Graham, Executive Director Chillicothe Ross Community, visited the Commissioners to thank them for 

supporting the Foundation, an endowment set up to benefit people, institutions and communities primarily in the Ross County Ohio area.  The 

Community Foundation makes it easy for donors to create new or transfer existing endowment funds for whatever purpose that interests them, including 

discretionary funds that allow the Community Foundation to address changing needs of the community now, and for years to come. 

 

Mr. Cosenza presented the Commissioners with the ten year capital improvement program for the Ross County Shoemaker Airport FY-2024 – FY-

2033.  

 

OU-C Dean Milliken and Dr. Lewis McNeal, Vice Provost Regional Higher Education Partnerships came in to introduce Dr. McNeal and update 

them on the enrollment numbers at OU-C and the innovative ways they are adjusting the curriculum to better suit this area and the industry that 

surrounds us.   

 

ADJOURN 

Mr. Dwight A. Garrett, President, adjourned the regular meeting of, February 6 2023, at 2:30 p.m. 
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