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The Ross County Board of Commissioners met on this day, October 26, 2026, in regular session. 
   
Commissioner Jack Everson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with Commissioner James Lowe and Commissioner David Glass in attendance.  
 

Commissioner Everson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, the minutes of the October 19, 2026 meeting, be approved as submitted.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, the following bills of the county be approved for payment: 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

THEN & NOW CERTIFICATES APPROVED 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve "Then & Now" Certificates, dated October 12, 2026 

through October 26, 2026, in the amount of $75,305.53 prepared by the Office of the Ross County Auditor and certified by the auditor as to the 

appropriation of funds for the purpose of encumbering the sum of the contract(s) or order(s) outlined therein, or the imminent collection of funds for 

credit to the appropriated fund(s) of the county, and as to the availability of funds for transfer within the appropriate department(s). 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to transfer $19,478.00 from account code 100-00-00-0010 General, into account code 203-02-00-5901 Dog & 

Kennel, per a request of September October 26, 2026 from the Ross County Auditor. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes Motion carried. 



Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to transfer $299,400.24 from account code 223-29-00-0010 911 Equipment into account code 212-29-01-

5202 CLE and $15,000.00 from account code 218-29-00-0010 Concealed Weapon into account code 212-29-01-5208 CLE, per a request of October 

26, 2026 from the Ross County Sheriff. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to transfer $6,200.00 from account code 100-52-61-7103 Allowances General, into account code 203-02-00-

5901 Dog & Kennel, per a request of September October 26, 2026 from the Ross County Auditor. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to transfer $3,412.63 from account code 212-29-01-7013Workers Comp into account code 212-29-01-7017 

Medicare and $100,000.00 from account code 212-29-56-7103 Contract Services into account code 212-29-56-7014 Group Insurance and $2,665.68 

from account code 212-29-58-7103 Workers Comp into account code 212-29-58-7014 Group Insurance, per a request of October 26, 2026, from the 

Ross County Sheriff.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS  

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to appropriate $14,000.00 from General Fund into account code 100-01-04-7107 Utilities, per a request of 

October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Auditor.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to appropriate $5,000.00 from General Fund into account code 100-11-02-7117 Attorney Fees Common 

Pleas, per a request of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Auditor.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes, Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to appropriate $267,648.90 from MV & Gas Tax Fund into account code 210-58-66-7204 Contract Projects, 

per a request of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Engineering.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to appropriate $19,478.00 from General Fund into account code 100-00-00-7932 Transfer to Dog & Kennel, 

per a request of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Auditor.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes, Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to appropriate $6,478.00 from Dog & Kennel Fund into account code 203-32-00-7150 Supplies and 

$13,000.00 into account code 203-32-00-7014 Group Insurance, per a request of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Auditor.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to appropriate $50,000.00 from CLE Fund into account code 212-29-56-7200 Equipment, per a request of 

October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Sherriff.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes, Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to appropriate $34,850.00 from CLE Fund into account code 212-29-56-7001 Salaries-Employees, per a 

request of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Sheriff.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to appropriate $160,000.00 from 911 Fund into account code 223-29-00-7812 Reimb to CLE Dispatch, per a 

request of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Sherriff.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes, Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to appropriate $15,000.00 from CCW Fund into account code 212-29-00-7800 Reimbursements, per a request 

of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Sheriff.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to appropriate $15,000.00 from CLE Fund into account code 212-29-58-7014 Group Insurance, per a request 

of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Sherriff.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes, Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to appropriate $300,000.00 from CLE Fund into account codes 212-29-01-7001 Salaries Employees 

($108,000.00) and account code 212-29-01-7014 ($192,000.00), per a request of October 26, 2026, from the Ross County Sheriff.  
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

VOCA AND SVAA GRANT AWARD & ACCEPTANCE FORM 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve the VOCA and SVAA Grant Award and Acceptance form for the period of 10/1/2026 – 

9/30/2027, for the amount of $5,957.00 (SVAA) and $39,364.00 with the Commissioners match of $9,841.00 match (VOCA) 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried.  
 

APPLICATION TO ATTEND MEETING/CONFERENCE 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to approve a request for training, for Deputy Dog Warden Charlie Schrader, November 2, 2026 in Hilliard.  

There is no cost to the county. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 

 

REQUEST TO APPROVE AND SIGN ACGP AGREEMENT 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Glass seconded, to approve a request to sign an ACGP agreement between Ross Co and the City of Hillsboro transferring the 

remainder of the design contract obligation to Hillsboro. Based on the status of the Project, Assignor assigns, transfers, and conveys to Assignee all 

remaining payment obligations under the Design Professional Agreement, including the obligation to make final payment of $9,500. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 



 

The following resolution was passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners on October 13, 2026, with Jack A. Everson, 

James E. Lowe, and David Glass, in attendance:  

RESOLUTION 035-26 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ROSS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OPPOSING THE PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF ROSS 

COUNTY WATERWAYS AND TRIBUTARIES AS AN OHIO SCENIC RIVER 

WHEREAS, the Ross County Board of Commissioners recognizes the importance of protecting Ohio’s waterways, natural resources, agricultural 

lands, private property, and the economic interests of local communities; and 

WHEREAS, previous efforts to designate all Ross County Waterways and tributaries as an Ohio Scenic River have been met with substantial 

opposition from local residents, agricultural interests, and affected property owners who have expressed concerns regarding private property rights, 

existing agricultural operations, and potential impacts on local land and water uses; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources has previously studied and recommended portions of Ross County Waterways and tributaries 

for designation under Ohio’s Scenic Rivers Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that Ohio law provides protections for private land uses associated with scenic river designation, while also 

establishing additional review requirements for certain public infrastructure projects and watercourse modifications, and the Board desires that any 

local impacts be fully considered; and 

WHEREAS, Ross County has a strong agricultural, residential, commercial, and industrial community whose continued economic development 

depends upon reasonable access to land, water, transportation, utilities, and other necessary infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners believes that decisions affecting local waterways and surrounding properties should include meaningful 

input from affected property owners, local governments, farmers, businesses, water users, and other members of the local community; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners believes that the protection of Ohio’s natural resources can and should be balanced with the protection of 

private property rights, existing water uses, agricultural activities, economic development, and the needs of local communities; and 

WHEREAS, the Board believes that the concerns previously expressed by affected residents, farmers, and property owners regarding the proposed 

designation warrant recognition and respect; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Ross County Board of Commissioners, that the Board hereby formally OPPOSES the designation 

of Ross County Waterways and tributaries as an Ohio Scenic River, in recognition of the substantial concerns and opposition previously expressed by 

local residents, agricultural interests, and affected property owners, and in support of their interests in protecting private property rights, existing 

agricultural operations, and traditional land and water uses. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ross County Board of Commissioners urges the Governor, the Ohio General Assembly, and appropriate 

state agencies to fully consider the concerns of local governments, property owners, farmers, businesses, and water users before implementing or 

expanding any Scenic Waterways designation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board requests that, before any designation is advanced, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources provide 

clear notice of any proposed action, meaningful opportunities for consultation with affected landowners and local governments, and an assessment of 

potential impacts on agriculture, infrastructure, economic development, and local governmental authority. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ross County Board of Commissioners encourages the State of Ohio and the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources to work cooperatively with affected counties, agricultural interests, property owners, and local communities in advancing conservation and 

water-quality objectives while respecting local concerns. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried. 
 

The following resolution was passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners on October 13, 2026, with Jack A. Everson, 

James E. Lowe, and David Glass, in attendance: 

RESOLUTION 035-26 

AUTHORIZING A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING LEASE AGREEMENT WITH ADENA HEALTH SYSTEM FOR 

PROPERTY USED BY THE ROSS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

WHEREAS, the Ross County Sheriff’s Office currently utilizes property made available by Adena Health System pursuant to an existing lease 

agreement that commenced on January 3, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the continued use of this property supports the operational needs of the Ross County Sheriff’s Office, enhances accessibility, and assists 

in providing effective law enforcement services throughout Ross County; and 

WHEREAS, Adena Health System has demonstrated its commitment to the Ross County community by providing office space to support the 

operations of the Sheriff’s Office; and 

WHEREAS, the Ross County Sheriff has requested a two (2)-year extension of the existing lease agreement, and the Ross County Board of 

Commissioners finds that requesting such an extension is in the best interest of Ross County and its residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners wishes to formally authorize the request for a two (2)-year lease extension, subject to Adena Health System’s 

approval and the execution of any necessary written lease amendment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Ross County Board of Commissioners, Ross County, Ohio, that: 

SECTION 1. The Ross County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes and approves the request for a two (2)-year extension of the existing lease 

agreement with Adena Health System, commencing January 3, 2023, for property utilized by the Ross County Sheriff’s Office. 

SECTION 2. The requested extension shall be subject to the mutual agreement of Ross County and Adena Health System regarding the applicable 

terms and conditions, including the extension period and any necessary amendments to the existing lease agreement. 

SECTION 3. The appropriate representatives of Ross County are hereby authorized to communicate this request to Adena Health System and to 

execute any documents necessary to effectuate the extension, subject to applicable law and the final terms approved by the parties. 

SECTION 4. The Board of Commissioners expresses its sincere appreciation to Adena Health System for its continued partnership, generosity, and 

support of the Ross County Sheriff’s Office and the residents of Ross County. 

SECTION 5. This Resolution shall take effect upon its adoption by the Ross County Board of Commissioners. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried.  
 

AUTHORIZED CERTIFICATIONS FOR OPWC DISBURSEMENTS 

Mr. Glass moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve the Disbursement Certification for project CU03AB, request number 3 in the amount of 

$351,847.00 with project completion estimated at 57%. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Glass, yes; Mr. Everson, yes. Motion carried.  
 

The following proclamation was passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners on October 13, 2026, with Jack A. 

Everson, James E. Lowe, and David Glass, in attendance: 

HONORING ROSS COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION 
60TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

WHEREAS, Ross County Community Action was established in 1966 with a mission to improve the quality of life for individuals and families 

throughout Ross County; and 

WHEREAS, for sixty years, Ross County Community Action has worked to address the needs of our community by providing essential services, 

resources, and support to individuals and families facing economic hardship and other challenges; and 

WHEREAS, through its dedication to community service, advocacy, and collaboration, Ross County Community Action has helped empower 

residents, strengthen families, and promote greater opportunities for self-sufficiency and stability; and 



WHEREAS, the organization's commitment to serving those in need has made a lasting and meaningful impact on the well-being of Ross County 

residents and has contributed to building a stronger, healthier, and more resilient community; and 

WHEREAS, the Ross County Board of Commissioners recognizes the importance of community organizations whose efforts improve the lives of 

our citizens and commends the staff, leadership, volunteers, community partners, and supporters who have contributed to this important mission over 

the past six decades; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Ross County Board of Commissioners hereby recognizes and congratulates Ross County 

Community Action on the occasion of its 60th Anniversary, celebrating sixty years of service, compassion, and commitment to the residents of 

Ross County. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Re-entry Coalition, Brandy Morris-Hafner – updated the Commissioners on the status of the program and requested $50,000.00 in the 2027 

budget.  
 

Land Bank 
 

Pickaway Ross CRA 
 

Investment Advisory Committee 
 

ADJOURN 

Mr. Jack A. Everson, President, adjourned the regular meeting of October 26, 2026, at 1:30 pm, Board of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio 

 

Jack A. Everson, President 

 

James E. Lowe, Vice President 

David Glass, Commissioner 


